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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 6.983,175 to Kwon. 

Kwon discloses all the elements of independent claim 1, including an electronic 
device (100) comprising: 

a. a first substantially planar panel (Figure 3, element 1) including a first 
interface (Figure 3 elements 3); and 

b. a second substantially planar panel (Figure 3, element 9) including a 
second interface (Figure 3, elements 11), coupled to the first substantially planar panel 
such that the first substantially planar panel rotates relative to the second substantially 
planar panel (Figures 5A-C), 

wherein in a first position the second interface is completely obscured by the first 
panel (Figure 2 and 5C) and in a second position the first panel partifions the second 
interface into a plurality of exposed sections (Figure 4). 
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Kwon discloses all the elements of dependent claim 2, including wherein the first 
panel (1) includes a display (element 6), such that when the device is configured in the 
first position (Figure 2), the first interface (elements 3) controls the display (column 9, 
line 66 to column 10, line 15) and when the device is configured in the second position 
(Figure 4), the second interface (elements 11) controls the display (column 10, lines 16 
to 20). 

Kwon discloses all the elements of dependent claim 3, including wherein the first 
panel (1) includes a display (element 6), such that when the device is configured in the 
first position (Figure 2), the first interface (elements 3) controls the display (column 9, 
line 66 to column 10, line 15) and when the device is configured in the second position 
(Figure 4) both the first interface (elements 3) and the second interface (elements 1 1) 
control the display (column 10, lines 16 to 20). 

Kwon discloses all the elements of dependent claim 4, including wherein the first 
panel (1) includes a display (element 6), such that when the device is configured in the 
first position (Figure 2), an entry made on the first interface (elements 3) is displayed on 
the display (column 9, line 66 to column 10, line 15), and when the device is configured 
in the second position (Figure 4), an entry made on the second interface (elements 11) 
is displayed on the display (column 10, lines 16 to 20). 

Kwon discloses all the elements of dependent claim 5, including wherein the first 
panel (1) includes a display (element 6), such that when the device is configured in the 
first position (Figure 2), an entry made on the first interface (elements 3) is displayed on 
the display (column 9, line 66 to column 10, line 15), and when the device is configured 
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in the second position (Figure 2), entries made on the first interface (elements 3) and 
the second interface (elements 1 1) are displayed on the display (column 10, lines 16 to 
20). 

Kwon discloses all the elements of dependent claim 6, including wherein the 
device operates in a first mode when configured in the first position (column 9, line 66 to 
column 10, line 15) and operates in a second mode when configured in the second 
position (column 10, lines 16 to 20). 

Kwon discloses all the elements of dependent claim 7, including wherein the 
device senses when the device is configured in one of the first position and the second 
position. This is inherent based on the phone being either closed or open, see above. 

Kwon discloses all the elements of dependent claim 8, including wherein the first 
panel (1) is operatively coupled to the second panel (9) to allow an exchange of 
electronic data. See column 9, line 66 to column 10, line 10. 

Kwon discloses all the elements of dependent claim 9, including wherein the 
device is a portable handheld device. See Figures 2. . 

Kwon discloses all the elements of dependent claim 10, including wherein the 
device is a telephone. Id. 

Kwon discloses all the elements of dependent claim 1 1 , including wherein the 
first panel further comprises a front side and a back side (Figures 3 and 5A), wherein 
the front side of the first panel includes a display and the first interface (Figure 3), and 
the back side of the first panel includes an engaging end (Figure 5A and hinge). 
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Kwon discloses all the elements of dependent claim 12, including wherein the 
second panel further comprises a receiving end (Figure 5A, hinge) 

Kwon discloses all the elements of dependent claim 13, including wherein in one 
of the first position and in the second position, the receiving end receives the engaging 
end (column 4, lines 46 to 54 and column 5, line 40 to column 6, line 34). 

Kwon discloses all the elements of dependent claim 14, including wherein the 
first panel further comprises a front side and a back side (Figures 3 and 5A), wherein 
the front side of the first panel includes a display and the first interf'ace (Figure 3), and 
the back side of the first panel includes a receiving end (Figure 5A and hinge). 

Kwon discloses all the elements of dependent claim 15. including wherein the 
second panel further comjDrises an engaging end (Figure 5A, hinge). 

. . Kwon disclose all the elements of dependent claim 16, including wherein one of 
the first position and in the second position, the receiving end receives the engaging 
end (column 4, lines 46 to 54 and column 5, line 40 to column 6, line 34). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomis the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the Invention was made. 

4. Claims 17 to 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kwon in view of U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2005/0032557 to Brunstrom et 
al. 
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Kwon teaches all the elements of dependent claim 17 except wherein the device 
further comprises a digital camera. But, Brunstrom teaches a mobile phone, which can 
be moved into three positions, a closed position (a phone mode), a camera mode, and a 
personal organizer mode in which the camera may also be used. See the abstract and 
paragraphs 14 to 22. This three-way functionality is achieved by sliding two 
substantially planar panels that comprise the phone to three different positions. Id. 
Also, the camera is located on the back panel of a first substantially planar panel and 
may have a protective lens cover. See, paragraph 16 and Figure 2. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one or ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to include a digital camera in the device (phone) of Kwon 
because it would have added functionality to the phone by allowing the user to take 
pictures. 

Kwon teaches all the elements of dependent claim 18, except wherein the device 
operates in a first mode when configured in the first position with the digital camera! lens 
obscured, operates in the second mode when configured in the second position with the 
digital camera lens obscured, and operates in a third mode when configured in one of 
the first position and second position with the digital camera lens exposed. However, in 
view of the teachings of Brunstrom illustrated above, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made that the device of Kwon 
including a digital camera (claim 17 above) would operate in a first mode when in the 
first position because the camera lens would be obscured (consider Figure 2 of Kwons 
and the location of the camera — it would be In the back) and it would operate in a 
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second mode when configured in the second position (Kwon, Figure 4) also with the 
camera lens obscured because a user using this mode would be communicating via a 
keyboard, e.g. SMS and the like, and would use a. protective cover over the camera 
lens, see Brunstrom, paragraph 16. Finally, the device in Kwon would operate in a third 
mode (e.g. the second position but with the camera lens exposed) — because this would 
allow the user to decide when to utilize the camera, see Brunstrom paragraph 21. 

Kwon in view of Brunstrom teaches all the elements of dependent claim 19, 
including wherein the first mode is a telephone mode (Kwon, Figure 2 and Brunstrom, 
paragraph 15), the second mode is a keyboard mode (Kwon, Figure 4 and Brunstrom, 
paragraph 19), and the third mode is a camera mode (Brunstrom, paragraph 19 and 
21). 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-19 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Julie E. Stein, Esq. whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7897. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30 am-5:00 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, George Eng can be reached on (571) 272-7495. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/772,905 



Pages 



Art Unit: 2617 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from iBither Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
I4SPT0 Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1 000. 




JES 




SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



